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 Learning Objectives: 
• After studying this  unit, the readers will be able to  

conceptualize the following matters: 
• Meaning,  history,  and methods Bhrahmo samaj 

• Understand social reform by Raja Ram Mohan Roy efforts.



 The Brahmo Samaj is the societal component of the Brahmo religion which 

is mainly practiced today as the Adi Dharm, after its eclipse in Bengal, 

consequent to the exit of the Tattwabodini Sabha from its ranks in 1859. 
 It was one of the most influential religious movements responsible for the 

making of modern India. 
 It was conceived at Kolkata in 1830 by Dwarkanath Tagore and Ram 

Mohan Roy as a reformation of the prevailing Brahminism of the time 

(specifically Kulin practices) and began the Bengal Renaissance in the 

nineteenth century, pioneering all religious, social and educational 

advancement of the Hindu community. 
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 CONTENT-
  From the Brahmo Samaj springs Brahmoism, the most recent of India’s 

faiths recognized by law as a distinct religion in Bangladesh, reflecting its 

non-syncretic (Relating to a historical tendency for a language to reduce 

its use of inflections )foundation of Ram Mohan Roy’s reformed spiritual 

Hinduism (contained in the 1830 Banian deed) and inclusion of root 

Hebraic – Islamic creed and practice.’ After the publication of 

Hemendranath Tagore’s Brahmo Anusthan (code of practice) in 1860 which 

formally divorced Brahmoism from Hinduism, the first Brahmo Samaj was 

founded in 1861 at Lahore by Pandit Nobin Chandra Roy. 



i) Doctrine of the Brahmo Samaj 

The following doctrines, as noted in the renaissance of 

Hinduism, are common to all varieties and offshoots of the 

Brahmo Samaj: 

·Brahmo Samajists have no faith in any scripture as an authority. 

·Brahmo Samajists have no faith in Avatars. 

·Brahmo Samajists denounce polytheism and idol-worship. 

·Brahmo Samajists are against caste restrictions. 

·Brahmo Samajists make faith in the doctrines of karma and 

rebirth optional



 Brahmo Samaj was formed to reform the Hindu society of social and religious eveils, 
and eradicate practices like the ‘Sati’ and caste system. The movement attacked many 
traditional Hindu practices that were considered part of one’s daily life. Let’s have a 
look at the various principles of Brahmo Samaj.

 God – Brahmo Samaj advocates the existence of an ‘Infinite Singularity.’ It does not 
believe in Avatars, reincarnation, or rebirths. It also denounces idol-worship and 
polytheism. The ‘Infinite Singularity’ is considered limitless, indivisible, imperceivable, 
and undefinable.

 Love – While it urges its followers to treat all creations with respect, Brahmo Samaj 
never encourages anyone to worship anything or anybody, as only the Singularity or 
‘Brahman’ can be worshipped and adored.

PrinciplesPrinciples



 Scripture – The followers of Brahmo Samaj, who are called as ‘Brahmo 
Samajists’ do not believe in any scriptures, prophets and mediators between 
Brahman and the human soul. Not surprisingly, they don’t believe in the 
doctrines of Karma as well. However, Brahmo Samajists can believe in Karma 
and rebirth, depending upon their personal preference.

 Liberation – Though Brahmo Samaj believes in the concept of soul and that 
the soul is immortal and is poised to become a part of Brahman, it does not 
advocate the concept of salvation or ‘Mukthi.’ Also, it doesn’t believe in the 
concepts of hell and heaven.

 Knowledge – The followers embrace knowledge, truth, and free will. They 
also consider righteousness as their only way of life. Though the Samaj 
embraces secular principles, it opposes sectarianism and the act of imposing 
religious beliefs onto someone.



 Superstition – Brahmo Samaj condemns superstition and dogma. In fact, 

superstitious practices like ‘Sati’ were one of the primary reasons why 

Brahmo Samaj came into existence. It also validates the supposed 

insignificance of unscientific rituals, priests, and places of worship like 

temple, church, and mosque.

 Totalitarianism – Brahmo Samaj condemns all forms of totalitarianism. It 

also rejects irrational and bigotry distinctions like religion, color, creed, 

caste, and race. These distinctions were considered evil as they often 

formed the reasons that created rift between human beings.



 Adi Brahmo Samaj was the first development of 

‘Brahmoism’ and the first organized movement in 

the British India. It condemned distinctions 

between people and laid the foundation for a new 

and educated secular Indian nation. Started by 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Prasanna Coomar Tagore, 

and Debendranath Tagore, Adi Brahmo Samaj 

opposed social and priestly evils of the 18th and 

19th centuries.



Sadharan Brahmo Samaj – Schisms in the Brahmo Samaj led to the formation of 

‘Sadharan Brahmo Samaj,’ which is a division of Brahmoism. Sadharan Brahmo 

Samaj was formed in a public meeting, held on May 15, 1878, at the Town Hall of 

Calcutta. During the time of its foundation, the religious movement was headed by 

Umesh Chandra Dutta, Sib Nath Shastri, and Ananda Mohan Bose. Though Ananda 

Mohan Bose was barely 31 years old at the time of the Samaj’s formation, he was 

made the head of affairs.

Divisions

In course of time, the Brahmo Samaj got divided two categories – ‘Adi Brahmo 

Samaj’ and ‘Sadharan Brahmo Samaj.’ 



Social action method of social work is the one that is used to bring about 
desirable changes in the defective system for ensuring social progress.

 
India has been a great land of great pioneers of social reforms. We have had in 
India some great reformers starting from Raja Rammohan Roy 

Social Reform Bharhmo samaj was one of the most important social reform in 
indian history .its  has changed the mindsets of indians in reference to 
prejudices, misconceptions of indian traditions.

Summary:



Questions to Check Progress:

•Discuss the significance of brahamo samaj reform for social worker.  

•Beriefly discuss about political and religious career of Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy. 
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